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and their families who were implicated in a revolt led by the
Viceroy of Ava. But he soon became involved in a new series of
struggles with Siam, which brought disaster to himself and his
country.
Siam's plight after its conquest by Bayinnaung was indeed
pitiable. The Burmese deported thousands of people as slaves.
Thousands more were carried away by Siam's old enemy,
Cambodia, which seized the opportunity to launch repeated
invasions. The Burmese left the vassal king, Maha T'ammaraja,
to cope with these as best he could, though at the same time
demanding a crippling tribute. With Nandabayin's accession,
however, Siam's hopes began to rise. Her brilliant young Crown
Prince, Naresuen, who was called upon by the new king to aid
him in putting down Burmese rebels, discovered that Burma
was no longer strong. On returning home he became the leader
of a party determined to throw off the Burmese yoke. When the
Ava Viceroy rebelled, Naresuen invaded Lower Burma and
threatened Pegu; but the return of the victorious Nandabayin
forced him to beat a hasty retreat. Nandabayin sent a pursuing
force, but Naresuen turned and defeated it on the banks of the
Sittaung river. Another Burmese force, sent to quell a Shan
revolt, was driven out of northern Siam by an army despatched
by Naresuen; and he followed up this success by defeating two
vassal chiefs, who had sided with the Burmese.
Nandabayin now decided that a full-scale invasion of Siam
was called for. He launched it late in the year 1584, and it was a
complete failure. It was the first of a series, all of them dis-
astrous. The turning-point came in 1593 when his eldest son,
the Crown Prince, was defeated and killed by the Siamese.
Thenceforward it was the Siamese who came raiding and looting
into Burma: the initiative lay with them. Naresuen had
succeeded his father as king in 1590, and having achieved his
first objective, that of freeing his country from the Burmese,
was now seeking the recovery of the Mon provinces upon which
Siam had long-standing claims. In 1595 he appeared before the
walls of Pegu. He failed to take it, but seems to have annexed
Martaban and Tavoy.
From the beginning the full brunt of this exhausting struggle
had fallen on the hapless Mons. Not only was their land laid

